
October 10, 1950. 

Dr. 73. W. Beutner, 
Dept. Bacterialop~, 
Uni7eraity of Pemaylminia, 
Ph3hdelphia 4, Pew. 

Dear Dr. Beutner: 

In reply to your hater of the ?th, 1 am. very pleased to send you 
a culture of F&erichls, co& strain K-12. I will cb vary interested 
to hew your findings, as se have been undertaking a lfaited cytological 
study. 

If, ae one might swpsct, you are plan&q to seek sephologicd. 
exldencs for the fusion pro~sss which is l#ferred from tha gcxmtic ma- 
sulte, Ihops thatyounUl keep inmlnd the infrequency witI~which it 
mmt occur, B fact which hae discowqed me from even attmmt&g to 
find ftwithcurrenCLyavaiI.able materfa.3.. Ifyouwouldlike to run 
si recorabImt.irxl exper&aent which CLlustrstcs thi.s frequency, I shall 
be wry happy to send you appropriate .mutant strains. The experiments 
are quite s&n&e (and ham been carried out several thee and plrrcss a8 
clam cnrercises), and require no faciritles except those needed to wash 
c&Us (i.e. a centrmgej, and FA moderately clean synthetic agm mdiua. 

From our own studies, the majority of the cells of K-12 do not de- 
vLate fro% the patterns described by Robhow for other strati. 

fours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg, 
Assoalate Professor of Genetiea 


